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ing at the index, but with each new volume a new and revised index 
of the subject-matter of all the volumes is issued. This index is at 
once simple to understand and most complete in detail. 

C. T. B. 



Hand-Book of the Law op Bills and Notes. Third edition. 
Charles P. Norton. St. Paul, Minn.: West Publishing Com- 
pany, 1900. 

The value of the Horn-book series to the student and practitioner 
cannot be disputed. The plan of stating leading principles in bold- 
face type, enlarging upon the principles in the text saves much labor, 
and in addition fixes them firmly in the mind. This edition, accord- 
ing to the editor, Francis B. Tiffany, has been made necessary by 
the passage of the New York Negotiable Instruments Law (1897). 
The complete text of the statute is given in the appendix, and many 
references are made to it, changes from the existing law being 
pointed out. The industry of the author is proved by a large 
collection of cases. One ground of criticism may be stated to be 
that the book is too much like a mere digest of cases, and does not 
aim at presenting a judgment of decisions, as they do or do not 
conflict with the well established principles controlling the law of 
negotiable instruments. The foot-notes are very comprehensive. 
All cases which appear in case-books now in common use in law 
schools are cited in large type. 

F. K. S. 



The Law of Bills, Notes and Cheques. Second edition. By 
Melville M. Bigelow, Ph. D. Boston : Little, Brown & Com- 
pany, 1900. 

The first edition of this work, published in 1893, was well received 
by the public, and renders unnecessary an extended criticism of the 
second edition. The former was written with special reference to 
the English Bills of Exchange Act, 1882. Suggestions were made 
wherein the provisions of the act could be well used as a basis for 
the reform of the American law. The same plan, more thoroughly 
carried out, with the Negotiable Instruments Law of New York 
(1897) as the basic code, has been followed by the author in the 
second edition. Since the New York law was enacted a number of 
states have codified the law of negotiable paper as applied within 
their limits. Some important differences in legislation have therefore 
been pointed out. The full text of the act is given, and the Colorado 
statute is compared in some detail. 

In general this edition is a marked improvement over the former. 
Several chapters are added, embodying the law that regulates the 
contracts of the certifier and vendor of negotiable paper. The text, 
owing to frequent references to the New York law, is generally 
revised, and its contents suggested by pointed side notes. At times, 
state doctrines are subjected by the author to severe criticism. He 
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clearly points out the fallacy of the New York rule which holds 
that an endorsement without recourse operates as a conditional 
delivery. His aim is to ascertain the reason of rules and make 
their just or unjust application evident to the reader. Subjects, like 
absolute defences, equities and notice of dishonor are treated with 
special care and thoroughness. The list of cases has been made 
more comprehensive. They are contained, in large part, in the 
author's " Cases on Bills, Notes and Cheques," students' series. 

F. K. S. 



Estoppel by Misrepresentation. By J. S. Ewart. Chicago: 
Callaghan & Co. 1900. 

To take a principle of limited application and by patient research 
and scholarly speculation to widen it into a general and far-reaching 
theory is to achieve a distinct professional triumph. Such a triumph, 
we believe, has been attained by Mr. John S. Ewart. In this book 
our author attempts to show that estoppel is not a subordinate, but 
an underlying, principle of law, and that many cases heretofore 
regarded as exceptions to the law may be explained consistently on 
the theory of estoppel. 

Mr. Ewart only professes to deal with estoppel by misrepresenta- 
tion, omitting from his consideration estoppel by contract, the only 
other important kind of modern estoppel. In accordance with his 
plan the author gives a valuable scientific classification of misrepre- 
sentation as follows: "Misrepresentation may be (1) personal or (2) 
assisted; (1) direct or (2) indirect; (1) active or (2) passive ; (1) 
expressed or (2) implied." 

That portion of Mr. Ewart's analysis which divides estoppel by 
misrepresentation into " personal " and " assisted," we consider espe- 
cially logical and useful, since it emphasizes an obvious distinction 
in the subject, and one which has remained too long without definite 
recognition. 

In Chapter XIV of his book, our author discusses the much quoted 
rule in Lickbarrow v. Mason, 2 T. R. 63, in a very interesting man- 
ner and at some length. Briefly the facts of the case were these : 
A., an unpaid vendor, shipped certain goods to B., sending him at the 
same time an indorsed bill of lading for them, which B. received 
before he got the goods. B. immediately sold the bill of lading for 
value to C. Before the arrival of said goods B. failed, and A. asser- 
ted a right to stop the goods in transitu. This, however, the court 
denied, holding that C, the innocent purchaser for value of the bill 
of lading, had a prior claim. C.'s right, however, was held not to be 
based upon the estoppel of A. ; but upon the following equitable 
principle, namely, " We may lay it down as a broad general prin- 
ciple, that whenever one of two innocent persons must suffer by the 
acts of a third, he who enables such third person to occasion the loss 
must sustain it." Mr. Ewart ably contends that this rule is on all 
fours with his definition of estoppel by assisted misrepresentation, 
and he meets possible objections to this view in a manner which 
convinces one of the strength of his theory. 



